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1:1 iPad Initiative Increases 
Nine more teachers have joined the group of innovative 
educators committed to exploring the benefits of teaching 
and learning with iPads. There are currently 23 iPad 
classrooms; three of which are piloting a center-based 
instructional model as described in the left sidebar. 
Manageable growth has proven to be key for successful 
integration, with a combination of teacher commitment, 
ongoing instructional technology support, and our students’ 
natural inquisitiveness, creativity and enthusiasm! 

iPad PLC’s 

Teachers truly learn from each other when they attend 
Professional Learning Communities designed for group 
collaboration and discussion. Teachers bring iMovie 
presentations showcasing their students using iPads, lesson 
ideas, apps in action, student self-assessment projects, and 
other creative ways the iPads are used in daily instruction. 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Objective: 

The main objective of this initiative 
is to promote student achievement 
and teacher professional growth, 
focused on the State of Illinois 
adoption of the technology 
standards defined by  ISTE 
(International Society of 
Technology in Education). 

Inside: Teacher Reflection 
Teachers new to the 1:1 iPad 
initiative report on the effect iPads 
had on teaching and learning in 
their classroom this year.  

Inside: Survey Data 
Graphical results of the survey sent 
to all 1:1 iPad teachers on how the 
iPads affected student learning 
outcomes, engagement level, 
collaboration, behavior, 
communication, and levels of 
independence. Teachers were also 
asked questions about their own 
professional growth and comfort 
level using this technology, as well 
as provide additional feedback . 

New Trial - iPad Stations  
Through the ALOP grant, a first-
year 1:1 iPad classroom was able 
to update to new iPad Air’s. The 
original iPad2’s from this classroom 
were distributed to three ELS and 
LASSO classrooms in order to pilot 
a center-based instructional model. 

1:1 iPad Classroom Initiative 
Report to Administration 2015 

Prepared by Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator
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Rebecca Tenner, Community Life Skills Teacher,  
Transition Center South 
 When I started the iPad trial at the beginning of this 
 school year I was not sure what to expect. Throughout the 
 year I have continuously been surprised by the progress that my students have made, 
because of the iPads. Students in my classroom use the iPads throughout their day. They 
check the weather and tell me what type of clothing would be appropriate for the day. They 
use the iPads for making their resource guides. They find different locations and places that 
will help them in the future when they turn twenty-two and are no longer in school. 
 Students in my class used the iMovie app to make movies for their self directed IEPs. 
Typically my students made Keynote presentations for their meetings, instead we decided 
to use the iPads and try something new this year. They used the iMovie app and made a 
movie that explained their past goals, new goals, transition plan, and what they have been 
working on in transition this school year. It helped my students talk about the goals that 
they have for themselves without all of the anxiety of talking in front of a group of people 
that they would typically have worried about. I believe that this worked well for my 
students, and that this is something that I would like to continue next school year. We have 
also used the Z5mobile app on the iPads. This has helped to teach my students to video 
phone skills and how to communicate with members of the community. 
 My students have also used the iPads to work on their money skills. They have used 
the “dollar up” app to work on their dollar more skills. This skill has helped transfer over 
when we are in the community and they are paying for items, when we are at the grocery 
store, or at a restaurant. Students in my class really enjoy working on these apps together 
and playing the games which also helps promote communication and socialization. Many 
of my students typically prefer to work alone and not socialize. Using their iPads has helped 
    build their socialization skills, and build their ability to work  
    together. 
     I look forward to increasing my iPad knowledge and  
    using the iPads with my students in the coming school year. I 
    believe that it has helped build many academic skills for my 
    students this school year. 

Teacher Reflection
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Veronica Carbonara, ELS Teacher Jr High,  
Woodland Middle School - North Sector 
 WOW, “THANK YOU” for providing iPads for each of my  
thirteen students this past school year.  It has been a wonderful  
experience for both students and staff.  As we all know, technology is only as good as the teacher 
using it.  Since I was a novice, the summer workshop helped me tremendously in learning how to 
use an iPad.  Because technology doesn’t always work like it should, I would be remiss in not 
thanking Jessica Trudeau for her support this past year.  
 For me, iPads have brought a different modality of learning…that is fun!  I found many 
educational applications (apps) that were engaging and perceived as fun by my students.  I was 
able to find apps to supplement any lesson I was working on.  Many apps used this past year had a 
strong learning component which I liked.  I also found apps to help my students in their exploratory 
classes such as art, music, cooking, etc.  I really liked using iPads with my students because they 
provide visual, auditory and kinesthetic (tactile) learning.  Depending on the app, students had to 
swipe, drag, shake/turn their iPad or move their body.  My students were engaged and highly 
motivated, even in repetitive tasks.  Finally, iPads can be easily individualized.  Students can work at 
their own pace, skipping through parts they are strong in and spending more time on parts they 
struggle with.  I was pleasantly surprised I could find apps for all ability levels. 
 When my student’s were told they would have their own iPads they couldn’t believe it.  Their 
excitement is hard to put in words, but as a teacher it was a great moment for me.  Giving my 
students their own iPad has opened up the world of technology for them.  I had students who knew 
how to use iPads proficiently and others who didn’t.  One of the first things we talked about was 
taking responsibility and care of their iPads, and I am happy to say we have made it through the 
year with all of them intact.   Students were highly engaged and motivated to use their iPads on a 
daily basis.  I never had a student say no to using his/her iPad.  When given an opportunity for free 
time on their iPads, they all had favorite apps or websites.  Many times you could hear them saying 
to each other “let me see” or “what are you doing?”  There was lots of positive interaction between 
    them when using their iPads.  When appropriate, students would bring 
    their iPads to exploratory classes which brought a commonality  
    between them and general education peers.  General education peers 
    liked engaging with my students on their iPads when time allowed.   
     As I think back on this past year, my expectation of what iPads 
    could do in the classroom proved right.  Students were highly  
    engaged and having fun while learning.  iPads have brought a 

Teacher Reflection
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Veronica Carbonara (continued) 
different dimension to my teaching.  I feel more confident  
incorporating technology to support curriculum.  My first year  
has shown me the possibilities of technology in the hands of  
students.  No matter where they were at the beginning of the year, I have seen growth in their 
abilities.  For some it was as simple as learning to swipe, for others, using it to develop their writing 
skills.  I had to remind myself throughout the year to take baby steps to keep from getting 
overwhelmed, because the possibilities are endless.  Having said that, I look forward to next year 
and the learning that is yet to come for my students and me. 

Teacher Reflections

Geri Feldman, ELS HS Teacher, Grayslake Central High School, North Sector  
iPad2 Redistribution Station Trial - Center-Based Instructional Model 
 iPads have helped my students become engaged in the literacy process. They are excited 
to use them and their motivation to learn have increased. It's been very helpful to have another 
center of learning that provides motivational, paperless instructional time. 

Marla Cotteleer, Jr. High Teacher  
Sally Potter School 
 The iPads were the single most educationally positive tool ever implemented in my 
classroom.  I am ending my 25th year of teaching and never before have I seen students so 
motivated to begin a class assignment, especially once they understood the options that were 
available for presentations (i.e. iMovie, Keynote, timelines, Prezi, etc.).   By the end of the year the 
students were competing with themselves to make their next assignment more interesting than 
their last. The ability to utilize Reflector to project their hard work to the whole class was truly 
AMAZING.  We used Cardlet, Timelines, Wordsalad, and apps for chemistry, etc.  These apps  
made teaching fun for as well as fun for the students to learn.  I want to thank you for allowing 
me to have the iPads. 

Gail Cohen, LASSO2 Primary Teacher, 
Cotton Creek School Wauconda, South Sector 
 The iPads were a great tool this past year. The iPads were used to introduce new material, 
and in large and small groups to fill in short time periods. The iPads were also used in 1:1 
settings for reading with RazKids to maximize comprehension, and for students to revisit their 
favorite stories. Reading and Math apps were used to reinforce learned skills, and Vizzle was 
used 1:1 for those who needed it. The iPads were used for sensory breaks and as a choice for an 
earned reward if the students achieved 5 stars. The iPads have been a teaching tool that has 
maximized my teaching time and the students’ learning. They have had a very positive impact on 
my class! 
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Nicole Cobb, ELS Middle School Teacher,  
Fremont Middle School, South Sector 
 When I was first given the opportunity to become an 
iPad classroom, I was curious and hopeful. Now having had my  
students have the opportunity to use the iPads for an entire school year I am convinced and 
convicted that this technology is a vital tool for their learning. I also participated on the committee 
that chose the core apps for the ELS/LASSO populations during a summer curriculum project. 
 Not all apps suited every student’s needs, but several apps have made a big impact in 
student growth and independence. Especially beneficial to my students are the apps Next Dollar, 
Which Bill, Pizza Fractions, Book Creator, Sentence Builder, Writing Wizard, and Bits Board Pro. Not 
only did these apps support learning objectives and IEP benchmarks, they allowed students to 
work independently.  
 The ability to work independently has had a big impact on student confidence and 
motivation.  We used Book Creator to create books that were later printed and bound so that we 
could read and distribute them to the SEDOL early childhood classes at Carl Sandburg.  After 
creating the books during Language Arts, the students were so proud of themselves and confident 
in using the technology that they have begun to create personal books on topics of interest in their 
recreation and leisure time. Amazing! 
 Having access to our own YouTube channel allows me to find videos that support the 
curriculum, social skills, and life skills and put them into playlists. Students often choose to watch 
the videos I’ve chosen during independent work time which continues to review and reinforce 
material learned throughout the year. They also enjoy watching the class iMovies we have 
produced. 
 Vizzle is another a tool that has had a positive impact on student growth and independence 
and this is available to use on the iPad as well.  We were also able to put Core boards on the iPads 
so that students always have access to them. 
     I am grateful that my class has been given this opportunity. 
    They have shown growth in academic skills as well as independence 
    and confidence. I greatly appreciate all the support we have been 
    given by Judith Assmann. She has been amazing in guiding us to use 
    the technology. I think she plays an important role in the success of the 
    iPad program. 
     I’m looking forward to what we will accomplish next year. Thank 
    you for the opportunity. 

Teacher Reflection
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Ashley Cobb, LASSO2 Middle School Teacher,  
Matthews Middle School, South Sector 
 This was my first year with a 1:1 iPad classroom.  When I  
originally started working on the project team in the summer of  
2014 I have to say I was a bit overwhelmed but also very excited.  After hearing from other 
experienced teachers and listening to how the iPads impacted their classroom, I knew that if I put in 
the time it would be beneficial to my students and my classroom.  I completely underestimated 
what a large impact they would actually have.  
 There are so many excellent applications for students with Autism and low incidence 
disabilities that it can be a bit overwhelming.  I was stressed thinking about how I was going to 
organize the iPads, train the students in using them responsibility, training them in all of the great 
applications, and train all of my staff. It seemed almost impossible to do in a short amount of time in 
order to have the iPads ready to go for the first day of school. With the guidance and support of 
Judith Assmann and Jessica Trudeau I was able to do this relatively stress-free.  They provided me 
with good strategies and tips on implementation.  They helped me to organize and backup all of 
the hard work we have done and install apps.   
 One of the most significant impacts the iPads have had on our classroom is on behavior and 
independence.  The iPads have helped to increase positive behavior in multiple ways. There has 
been a significant increase in on-task behaviors during lessons that incorporate the iPads.  I use 
them for shared and guided reading activities, and use Vizzle on the iPads for group lessons.  The 
students are more engaged, focused and more likely to respond when I use the iPad (small group) 
or the iPad with Reflector (to project large group) for part of my lesson.  All students are engaged 
for 80% or more of a lesson when the iPad or Reflector is included.  Students are engaged about 
30% of the time during a standard lesson that does not incorporate the iPad or Reflector.  Without 
the use of technology during a lesson more staff prompting and redirection is observed. 
 The iPads or an “iPad break” has served as an extremely motivating behavior/work 
reinforcement.  Students will attend to activities and follow classroom expectations in order to earn 
    an iPad break.  In years before we had the iPads food served as the 
    number one motivator, this year it was quickly replaced with “iPad 
    Break”.  We use it as part of our classroom behavior management 
    system.  If students earn two green cards, iPad break is one of the 
    choices for positive reinforcement. The students love the educational 
    apps within the iPad, they will often choose to play an educational app 
    in their free time.  They are actually practicing previously learned skills 
    during their leisure time, which helps them to maintain these 

Teacher Reflection
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Ashley Cobb (Continued) 
educational skills.  An example of a popular leisure app is Word  
Wizard.  We have programed in the student’s vocabulary words  
from the classroom structured sight word program which helps  
them with word memorization and spelling.  Another favorite app is “Mingoville” which practices 
telling time, and “Next Dollar Up”, which practices purchasing and money skills. 
 Students have gained a greater sense of independence especially during transitions using 
the iPad with the Choiceworks schedule app.  All of my students independently get their iPad and 
follow the visual schedule.  It has significantly decreased the number of prompts and the amount of 
time it takes for them to transition, versus the traditional visual schedule we used last year.  This app 
also provides students with first-then behavior management and visual timers, which also increases 
on task behavior during lessons.  It helps to serve as a reminder during non-preferred activities, that 
a preferred activity will follow.  It saves staff time as we do not have to create materials for this, 
anything we need can quickly and easily be programmed into the iPad.  While out in the community 
we have taught students to be responsible for their iPad, we have never left an iPad behind, and 
students are able to take and share photos of their experiences.  Students have gained a sense of 
ownership and responsibility for their iPad. 
 As a teacher I am able to create social stories and video modeling on the iPad for students 
and upload it to their individual iPads.  This way they can watch the video independently at the 
beginning of the day, and know what behavior is expected of them throughout the day. For 
example, we had a student who would run out of the classroom every time he needed to use the 
bathroom.  We created a video model for him on “using the bathroom pass”.  After a few days of 
watching this video in the morning, he now uses the bathroom pass independently and 
responsibly.  We are able to access social story videos on youtube quickly that we can use to 
prepare students for community trips.  
 Students have also gained independence when using technology.  Most of my students 
could not log-in to a computer or Vizzle independently last year.  This year after using the iPads, all 
    of my students log-in to the technology with greater independence 
    and are able to navigate a keyboard, computer, and iPad.  Students 
    who have a hard time attending to tasks, and would not attend to a 
    computer or technology now are able to attend to a computer lesson 
    for 15 minutes or more.   
      The iPads have provided more accessibility for writing activities.  
    The Notes app allows students to type their assignments which  
    increases participation during writing assignments for  students who 

Teacher Reflection
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Ashley Cobb (Continued) 
have poor fine motor skills. All students are able to participate  
in 100% of writing activities. This gives students a sense of pride  
and accomplishment writing for themselves versus having a  
teacher write out their answers, they want to show others their work.  Students receive positive 
reinforcement from originating their own ideas and being able to get them out by typing.  Students 
are encouraged to share their written responses by speaking and sharing their answers, that we 
have seen an increase in students using speech and forming original ideas.  
 We use AbiTalk Sentence Builder SLP app which has helped students with sentence 
structure and active listening.  Since using this app I have observed an increase in students 
communication and self advocacy skills.  I have a student who previously used 2-3 word utterances 
and he is now using complete sentences.   
 Increasing on-task behavior and the students ability to attend, increasing student motivation, 
increasing independence,  more fluent speech, and better ability to write are just a few of the ways 
that the iPads have impacted our classroom.  Overall they have revolutionized our educational 
approach and have increased overall student achievement across all academic and social areas.  
They expand our education resources and enhance all of my classroom lessons.  I would 
recommend the iPads for any classroom with students who have low-incidence disabilities. I would 
encourage teachers to put in a bit of time to learn the technology and strategies for 
implementation.  If done correctly with the assistance of the technology team,  the integration 
happens naturally and the pay-off is greater than you could ever imagine. 

Teacher Reflections

Kristen Owens, LASSO3 Intermediate Teacher,  
Gages Lake School / Laremont 

“We need technology in every classroom and in every student and teacher’s hand, because it is 
the pen and paper of our time, and it is the lens through which we experience much of our world.” 

-David Warlick 
     Implementing iPads in our program has been a slow and  
    steady process. Using new technology in education always creates 
    questions. What apps will suit our needs? How do we use it as both a 
    teacher and student tool? How do we make sure that the maintenance 
    of updating the software and loading apps gets done? Initially, it was a 
    challenge to implement iPads in the classroom appropriately. Students 
    wanted to use applications they had used before. Some of my 
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Kristen Owens, (continued)  
paraprofessionals were quite familiar with iPads and some had hardly used them at all.  The best 
way to alleviate those feelings was to get the iPads into the hands of the teachers and students. I 
encouraged them to “play” with them. This allowed both teachers and students to become more 
familiar and comfortable with the iPad. Within a short period of time, the teachers and students 
began using the camera in the iPad to capture student work; video was used to record dramatic 
performances (e.g. students singing and/or dancing to favorite songs) and various activities 
throughout the building (e.g. movement room, gym class).  

“One perk about the iPads is that students who wouldn’t normally access technology independently 
have started to play with different sensory apps, learned how to exit/enter apps, and request certain apps/
videos. We’ve also been able to have a motivating way to teach new skills. For example, we had one student 
with a dollar more money goal. He is very motivated by games and technology and we were able to use a 
“dollar more” app and teach and practice the skill.”-Brittany Barkus (classroom paraprofessional) The use of 
apps, such as Letter School, iMovie, ABC Ninja, and Writing Wizard expanded potential learning 
outcomes in literacy programs. Student engagement increased, especially for those who found it 
difficult to maintain interest in certain subjects. We saw, firsthand, how easy it was for students to 
create, collaborate and communicate with the iPad. The use of iPads has had a tremendously  
positive impact on the LASSO3 program.  
 I was initially worried that students would focus on the iPad too much and that they would 
become absorbed by the device, ignoring  everything going on around them. That did not happen. 
Students wanted to use the iPads and share them. This was one of the first times I witnessed 
students sharing things that they had done or apps they were using on their OWN. No prompting 
or directions were needed. Students would sit together on the couch or pull up chairs and sit side 
by side. They would form a group on the bean bags when possible. My students in a language and 
social skills classroom were sharing the learning process independently. “The students enjoy posing 
for pictures with the projects they made in class. They get excited to see themselves in videos and pictures 
that have been taken throughout the year.”-Michelle Colinelli (classroom paraprofessional) I highly value 
    the power of choice in a student’s ability to learn and demonstrate 
    what they learned. The iPads had given my students so many  
    opportunities for choice. They were also able to choose photos or 
    videos to show what they had learned from a classroom activity or iPad 
    application.  
     Keeping students engaged can be difficult in my classroom. 
    With the iPads they were completely engaged. The opportunity for 
    them to have access to a device with a variety of apps that could allow 

Teacher Reflection
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Kristen Owens (Continued) 
them to explore and create was something they loved. My students were not using their iPads in 
every spare moment - they still liked other classroom tools - but the iPads were a popular choice, 
even at lunch or break time. “Students are “playing” educational applications and learning skills in the 
classroom everyday. The iPad applications are engaging and motivating to our students.”-Tara Pegarsch 
(classroom Speech Language Pathologist) 
 Having iPads gave my students a new way to learn things that were not a part of our 
curriculum.  One of the apps that I put on the iPad was iMovie. I had used it, but knew that most of 
my staff had never used it. Two of my students taught themselves how to use it before we could sit 
down and learn together! Classroom paraprofessional, Elsa Roman said, “I love the independence  it offers 
our students when most aspects of their school environment are controlled. They have used them to be 
personally creative and expressive.” Along with teaching language and social skills, I strive to help my 
students become better learners. I wanted them to choose ways to help themselves that work for 
them, not necessarily for me. For some skills, such as reading, spelling, and counting, there is no 
substitute for practice. The iPads gave my students additional ways to practice each of these skills, 
finding a way that best helped them to learn.  
 Technology is not an event, it’s just part of the everyday learning. There was something very 
special for my students in having their own device. They never had to wait their turn unless they 
were collaborating on an activity. Whenever they needed it for learning, it was available to them. All 
of the photos, videos, and artifacts on the iPad were moments they had captured or had been 
captured for them. Technology in the classroom is not the end goal, enabling learning   
everywhere is the goal. Students used the iPad’s across a variety of settings and were able to utilize 
them throughout the school day. 

“Technology gives the quietest student a voice”  
-Jerry Blumengarten 

Camalla Brydon, LOP Teacher in South Sector 
 My students were able to share the use of three iPads towards the end of the school year. 
We used the iPads during Math time and at our Math station. We used Math apps that covered 
PARCC math assessment topics. We also used the iPads to help develop vocabulary with the ELL 
students. Students usually worked with the iPads in pairs building collaboration and social skills.

Teacher Reflections
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Teacher Reflection

Alyssa Von Holten, DHH Middle School Teacher at John Powers  
 Having iPads in the classroom has been a great experience for the middle school students at 
John Powers! With the iPads the students are able to create projects for academic classes, give 
presentations, perform research on multiple kinds of media, and personalize their school work to 
meet their needs.  
 Students have used the iPads as a personalized dictionary. The students have been able to 
take pictures they have a connection with and attach them to new vocabulary words. The students 
have become independent in using the dictionaries to help them understand the spelling or 
meaning of a new vocabulary word. Aside from using the iPad as a dictionary resource, the students 
also create many research projects and presentations on them. The students are able to 
independently work at their level with an appropriate application to research information. The 
students then take the information and create a presentation on the iPad. The presentations allow 
students to express what they have learned in their own creative way. The motivation students show 
when using the iPads for a project is remarkable!  
 The students use iPads daily! Everyday we utilize the iPads as a tool in the classroom. 
Students are able to read from the iPad, create projects, communicate with the teacher, and have a 
sense of control. Using the iPad, the students are given choices of applications to use for the class 
period. The students find motivation in having a choice within the classroom. There is a significant 
difference in the students’ motivation and effort put toward school work when able to use the iPads.
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Survey Results: Assessment of iPad Program Goals and Objectives

An end-of-year survey was sent to all 1:1 iPad teachers with questions to determine changes in student 
learning, engagement level, collaboration, behavior, communication, independence, and core skills when 
using iPads. The teachers were also asked questions about their own professional growth and comfort 
level using this technology. Their answers help to assess the affect iPads have on student learning 
outcomes, classroom instruction and professional growth. The teachers’ additional feedback helps 
facilitators define the professional learning community framework and helps identify beneficial Apps for 
specific SEDOL programs.

Survey Results: Usage Data
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Survey Results: Student Reactions



Special Education District of Lake County                                                                                                          June 30, 2015

 

iPad Report to Administration 2015 �14

Survey Results: Student Learning
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Survey Results: Student Learning (continued)
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Survey Results: Student Interaction
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Survey Results: Student Interaction (continued)



Special Education District of Lake County                                                                                                          June 30, 2015

iPad Report to Administration 2015 �18

Survey Results: Teacher Professional Growth
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Survey Results: Teacher Professional Growth (continued)


